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COURSE 
English Language Arts, Grade 7 
 
COURSE GRADE: A 
 
INSTRUCTION DATES & WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
September 26, 2017- December 14, 2017 
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Between September 26, 2017 and December 14, 2017, Jessie and I met for three hours per 
week to study 7 th grade English Language Arts. She learned to analyze fictional texts through 
an in-depth analysis of their form and storytelling devices. She also began to learn to 
compare and contrast texts and multimedia forms of storytelling. She exhibited her 
proficiency in course content through a mix of critical and creative assignments.  
 
We used the following materials to supplement this work:  

● Pride and Prejudice (primary text) 
● Big Fat Notebook: Everything You Need to Ace ELA in One Big Fat Notebook (secondary 

text) 
● 100 Words Every Middle Schooler Needs to Know (secondary text).  

Throughout the course she completed the following primary objectives:  

● She learned to think critically about and discuss fiction.  
● She learned to construct critical arguments about texts.  
● She used knowledge about literary traditions to produce creative assignments.  
● She learned to make connections between different types of texts.  
● She learned to relay arguments clearly in writing using proof from the texts.  

For homework, Jessie completed approximately 3 hours of reading per week (slightly less on 
weeks papers were due) and spent approximately half an hour studying vocabulary words. 
She also completed reading questions and worked on her creative and critical assessments 
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outside of class. In class, we would discuss her reading, complete formative assessments that 
would help supplement her understanding of the reading (such as the creation of character 
maps), watch multimedia versions of the text, and prepare for her vocabulary quizzes. She 
would also spend some time in-class working on final papers. Each week, she took 
summative vocabulary quizzes, and half-way through the novel and at the end of the novel 
she completed papers that demonstrated her understanding of the text and ability to close 
read and analyze.  

 

Below are the units we covered and the skills learned:  

 

Unit  Topics / Skills  Formative & Summative 
Assessments 

1. Fiction 
Skill- 
building 
and 
Analysis: 
Pride and 
Prejudice 

TOPICS: Reading Fiction 
● Authorship and Narrative 
● Setting 
● Character  
● Plot 
● Tone 
● Theme 

 
SKILLS: Analyzing Fiction 

● Provide  objective analysis of text 
● Compare and contrast a written story, 

drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, 
or multimedia version, analyzing the effects 
of techniques unique to each medium 

● Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 

● Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

● Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences 
and events. 

● Come to discussions prepared, having read 
or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or 

Formative Assessments: 
● Guided Reading 

Questions 
● Daily discussions 
● Creative 

assignments, 
including 
creating 
character charts 
and developing 
fictional 
Instagram 
accounts and 
Twitter feeds for 
characters 

Summative Assessment:  
● Creative 

Assessment: 
Fanfiction 
adapting 
meanings and 
themes from 
original text 

● Critical 
Assessment: 
Close reading 
using textual 
proof 
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issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 

● Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others' questions and comments 
with relevant observations and ideas that 
bring the discussion back on topic as 
needed. 

● Cite several pieces of textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

 

2. Middle 
School 
Vocabular
y 

SKILLS: 
● Build vocabulary 
● Learn to apply vocabulary 
● Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text. 

Formative Assessments: 
● Flashcards 
● Sentences about 

Pride and 
Prejudice that 
utilize vocabulary 

Summative Assessment: 
Weekly quizzes 

 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT 

Throughout the semester, Jessie has grown in a number of areas. Her comprehension has 
drastically improved around a very difficult text. She has also gotten a lot stronger in finding 
textual evidence and incorporating that into analytical assignments. Additionally, she has 
gotten very good at providing objective summaries of texts in which she eliminates 
unnecessary information. Finally, she continues to demonstrate an excitement for texts, even 
if they are not necessarily her preferred type of texts. For instance, although bored by Pride 
and Prejudice she has, through discussions and creative assignments, found ways to make 
the book interesting and meaningful.  
 
While she has grown a lot through the semester, and really held her own in a seminar-like 
discussion atmosphere, her focus could improve. Jessie tends to try to divert the 
conversation when she is slightly bored with the topic. She also has some issues meeting 
deadlines, due in part to her desire to create perfect assignments. Jessie could benefit in the 
future from learning how to set realistic goals for herself in the time allotted. She also has a 
very inquisitive mind, with an ability to identify and research additional topics that are 
interesting to her. With that, though, she often loses sight of her primary goal. Again, she 
would benefit from focus.  
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That said, she is a strong student with a strong aptitude for English-based learning. She did 
fantastic on her final exam, both in her ability to recall facts and terms from the course and 
her ability to apply concepts and make connections between ideas. Her in-class essay during 
the final exam was especially strong. Her “A” grade reflects that strength and her ability to 
produce quality analytical assignments. Do be cautioned, though, that there would be less 
leniency toward assignment tardiness in a traditional classroom.  
 
INSTRUCTOR’S COMMENTS TO THE FAMILY: 

Jessie is a very inquisitive student, with a great ability to seek out things she thinks are 
interesting and understand them from multiple angles. She’s also really good with making 
connections between ideas and her own life. To that end, she will benefit from continued 
activities that make those inclinations more structured. As in, she will do well with 
assignments that direct that energy and give her rules and parameters to work within. Going 
forward, she will continue to need support with staying on task and focusing her energy in 
productive ways. I also recommend that she continues with vocabulary preparation. She will 
benefit the most from learning to utilize vocabulary words in sentences in accordance to 
proper part of speech (rather than just memorizing definitions). I also recommend that she 
continues to push her reading level by consuming slightly more difficult books like Pride and 
Prejudice. She definitely has the capacity to understand them, even if they are harder for her 
to read.  

WORK SAMPLES: 

Work Sample 1: Pride and Prejudice Reflection (Unit 1 Formative Assessment)  
I used formative assessments like this one to make sure Jessie was keeping up with and 
understanding the reading. This includes not only understanding what’s going on in the plot, 
but being able to assess the implications of those plot developments for character 
development and relations. It also gave her a chance to practice integrating proof from texts 
and citing that proof. This works toward fulfilling the following core curriculum standard: 
“Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text.” 
 
Chapters 43-47 (vol. 3, ch. 1-5) Writing Assignment 
Due Tues., Nov. 7 
Assignment: 2 paragraph response to chapters 43-47 
Paragraph 1: Explain how and why Elizabeth’s opinion of Darcy changes in this section. In this 
explanation, cite at least two passages from the book with page numbers that indicate the shift 
in her opinion. 
Paragraph 2: Offer a reflection: Does what happen in this section change your own opinion of 
Darcy?  
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Work Sample 2: Pride and Prejudice Fanfiction and Analysis (Unit 1 Summative Assessment) 
 
This summative assessment allowed Jessie to demonstrate understanding of characters, 
their roles, and their function within the text. It also allowed to her demonstrate her 
understanding of dominant themes. With both characters and themes, she was able to both 
indicate her understanding of how they operate in the text as well as adapt them and rework 
the meanings offered by the text. Find page one of her fanfiction below, along with her 
reflection and my comments.  
 
Through this creative assignment, Jessie was able to fulfill the following core curriculum 
standards:  

● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

● Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

● Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and events. 
 

Due : Oct. 24 
Assignment: Write a 2-3 page fanfiction about Lizzie and Wickham’s relationship. (Or another 
relationship of your choice!) In this fanfiction, you can imagine a new scene with them or 
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re-write an existing scene. In this fanfiction, feel free to write in a style different from Jane 
Austen and feel free to make the language more modern. DO still emphasize similar themes 
such as good breeding and proper behavior. While you can change the language, include details 
from the original text (such as what they notice about each other, what they like about each 
other) and emphasize the importance of those details. Within your fanfiction, cite at least two 
passages from the book with page numbers. (This can be a whole sentence or a portion of a 
sentence.)  
Analysis: You must also turn in a 1 paragraph analysis of your fanfiction that explains how you 
have changed the meaning of the original book. How have you changed character roles or 
character relationships? Have you altered or adapted any of the original themes?  
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Work Sample 3: Vocabulary Quiz (Unit 2 Summative Assessment) 
Each week, Jessie was asked to provide the definitions for the vocabulary words she had 
learned that week. If she had done poorly on words from the previous week, those are 
integrated into the next quiz. In the quiz copied below, I brought back “disdain,” “dismal,” 
and “dispel,” all of which she did poorly on the previous week. You can see that she improved, 
but is still having some issues around these “dis” words. Through these summative 
assessments, Jessie works on the following core curriculum standard: Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 
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